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Selections

GIJEPC'S ARTISAN JEWELLERY DESIGN AWARDS 2024 AIMS TO GO BEYOND THE CONVENTIONAL

India as a global design hub

eumie and fall kn love with design
Cum:e againl The years Diggest

Wearable Artworks & Crafis
Desipn Fest, which was celebrated at
The Gem & jewellery Export Promo-
tion Council's (GJEPC) artisan design
jewellery awarnds 2024 on 12-13 Febiu-
ary at the Ice Factory, Baliard Estate, in
South Mumbal. Among many design
themes, ‘Jewellery as Art’ took cen-
tre-stage at the two-day event, held to
celebrate people’s love and passion for
art, design and [ewellery,

GIEPC is the apex body of trade in
India, supported by the Ministry of
Commerce & [ndustry. The final judg-
ing round for the seventh edition of
The Artlsan Awards 2024, Powered by
GlA, was held on 22 January 2024, Of
the 20 captivating and well-inished
jewellery pieces, the |ury picked out
sin winners fmom the two unconven-
tlonal themes of The Artisan Awards
2024 "Unusual Materlals' and ‘Objet
Trouvé" This edition of The Arti-
san Awards received more than 600
entries from around the world includ-
g Indla, Canada, the US Bahrain,
Egypt, Dubai, and Pakistan.

The largest-ever congregation of
luminaries and aesthetes from  the
world of arts, crafts and design; cura-
tors, art gallery owners and patrons; irt
school teachers, deans and stiadents;
socialites, celebrities, connolsseurs,

architects, palnters and  sculpiors;
dlong with |ewellery designers (expe-
rienced and voung) will grace GIEPC's
Artisan Jewellery Awards 2024 pallery
shioweased at Tee Factory. The discus-
sions revolved around the two themes.

The Grst theme, "Objet Trouwve’
(Found Objects) explores art crafted
from  visible yet frequently altered
objects that are atvpleal yet serve
as art materials due to their non-art
functon. A ‘found object’|, whether
It"s natural, man-made, or even just a
fragment, i5 preserved due to an inher-
ent connection by the artlst. [t can be
treated as a work of art in itself, and as
a muse for Inspiration.

Reimagining the past The idea
was Lo design a plece of jewellery that
depicts the essence of ‘Objet Trouwve’
by taking an object of your past and
reimaginting it In a modern form.
Examples of 'found objects’ could
Include vintage poker chips, antlgue
coins, collected shells, vintage Vene-
tian glass beads, buttons, and beach-
combed shells,

The second theme, 'Unusual Mate-
rials” encouraged designers o create
a dialogue between the familiar and
the unexpected by combining con-
trasting materlals with at least 50 per
cent preclous materials. Unusual mate-
rials could include cement, titanium,

woid, porcelaln, bamboo, slate, mete-
orite, mlass, recycled plastic, leather
and maore,

“GIEPCS vision extends bevond the
conventional, alming to redefine the
landscape of jewellery design. Through
the Artisan Jewellery Design Awards
competition, India seeks to elevate iself
and position as the global premier design
hub, aligning with the povermment's
campaign of Design in Indin. Through
this design competition, GIEPC reaf-
frms Hs commitment (0 encourage an
environment that will nurture the cre-
ative spark within designers”, says Vipul
Shah, chalrman, GJEPC,

Adds Milan Chokshl, convener,
promotion &  marketing, GJEPC,
"Each year, we strive to introduce a
distinctive theme, challenging partic-
ipants by colliborating with curators
to elevate their engagement. Over the
past seven years, the Artisan Awards
have assumed increasing significance
globally, with India recognising them
a3 the most coveted accolade. This
prestigious award serves as a driving
force, Inspiring  designers, budding
students, and manufacturers to cre-
ate thematie jewels at the highest ech-
elon. The quality of production within

this thematic framework s truly
remarkable.” .
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